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Peter Conners

Of Whiskey and Winter marks the first full-length prose poetry collection by one
of the form’s most promising and acclaimed younger poets. In his Foreword to
the book, Peter Johnson writes, “Peter Conners' prose poetry is difficult to chat-
acterize. This is a good thing, especially at a time when the prose poem-as-genre
has become fashionable, almost faddish, and when many prose poems seem pre-
dictable, imitations of imitations. Even in 1993 my first assistant editor of The Prose
Poenr: An International Journal quit, saying all the poems sounded the same. I could
see her point, but back then we hadn't read the work of Peter Conners. His first
prose poetry collection, Of Whiskey and Winter, joins the list of a few first books of
prose poems (most notably by Mary Koncel, David Shumate, and Lesle Lewis) that
read like a selected or greatest hits volume.”

Checking On Whitman

His bedroom is warm, black: The last gasp of air before diving down throngh a deep summer lake
to listen to the heart beat. His own, the last he will ever need. I call it mine, but it is no more
mine than the mint mist at the base of a great falls belongs to the river that brought it. He was
gone with a sigh, a moan, enough for a lifetime. . ..

“Peter Conners' stunning prose poems are packed with keen sensitivity, dreami-
ness, and wit. I love his time travels, the vibrant layering of image and detail. Try
taking walks as you are reading this book— the dazzle of landscapes, inner and
outer, feel replenished and rich. This is language and vision I want to come home
to again and again.”

—Naomi Shihab Nye
About the Author

Peter Conners is founding co-editor of Double Roows: A Journal of Prose Poetry &
Flash Fiction. He also edited PP/FF: An Anthology which was published by
Starcherone Books in 2006. Poems from Of Whiskey and Winter have appeared in
various journals including Mississippi Review, Mid-American Review, Sentence, Salt Hill,
and Drunfken Boat, as well as in the anthologies Swudden Stories, 100 Contemporary Prose
Poems, and An Introduction to the Prose Poem.

Peter lives in Rochester, NY with his wife and two children. He works as Editor
and oversees marketing for BOA Editions.

His web site is: www.peterconners.com.
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